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August 24, 2007 

The Honorable Michael Johanns, SecretalY 
United States DepaItment of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Avenue, Southwest 
Washington, D.C. 20250-0003 

Deal SecretalY Johanns: 

Due to the extreme agricultural impacts of the ongoing drought in North Carolina, I am 
writing to request that you designate as disaster aleas the following 85 counties stretching from 
the mountains to the coastal plains: 

Alamance Chowan Greene McDowell Sampson 
Alexander Clay Guilford Mecklenburg Scotland 
Alleghany Cleveland Halifax Mitchell Stanly 
Anson Columbus Harnett Montgomery Stokes 
Ashe Craven Haywood Moore Surry 
Avery Cumberland Henderson Nash Swain 
Bertie Davidson Hertford Northampton Transylvania 
Bladen Davie Hoke Orange Union 
Brunswick Duplin Iredell Perquimans Vance 
Buncombe Durham Jackson Person Wake 
Burke Edgecombe Johnston Polk Warren 
Cabarrus Forsyth Jones Randolph Watauga 
Caldwell Franklin Lee Richmond Wayne 
Caswell Gaston Lenoir Robeson Wilkes 
Catawba Gates Lincoln ROCkingham Wilson 
Chatham Graham Macon Rowan Yadkin 
Cherokee Granville Madison Rutherford Yancey 

According to USDA Loss Assessment Reports, these counties have reported excessive 
agricultural losses due to drought for at least one significant crop, and major losses have been 
reported on corn, cotton, tobacco, soybeans, pastures, hay, and peanuts. A county is considered 
to have excessive losses if at least one major crop has suffered a 30 percent or greater reduction 
in normal yield; many counties ale reporting losses as high as 50 to 70 percent of some crops. 


